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KENSINGTON HALL. 

On Tuesday evening, the 17th inst., the second 
performance took place at the above little 
theatre, The audience was more numerous than 
on the previous night, and of an equally highly 
respectable character. 

The first piece was “The Rough Diamond,” 
as before, in which Mr Harbourn again met 
with a most enthusiastic reception in his imper- 
sonation of the character of Margery. The 
piece, on the whole, weut off better, if possible, 
than on the previous evening, the company be- 
coming more accustomed to each other’s style 
of acting. *3 

After “The Rough Diamond,” the petite 





concert mentioned in our last was repeated, 


with, however, considerable variations. Several 
songs were most admirably sung by Madame 
Sandrini-Braham and MrC, Ludlow. Miss Amy 
Desmond then danced a jockey dance with great 
effect, and Mr Harbourn gave a reading from 
the celebrated ‘*Caudle Lectures.” . 

The performance concluded with a new come- 
dietta by Mr Harbourn, entitled, ‘* The Count 
de Marolles.” ‘The plot ofthe piece is simple, 
but some of the dialogue is brisk and effective. 
On the whole it is somewhat too short for a 
regular theatre. However, it went off admirably 
onthis occasion. It was well put upon the 
stage, and excellently cast. Mr Speedy assumed 
the character of a testy old Alderman most 
satisfactorily. Mr Parkes was everything that 
could be desired in the leading juvenile part, and 
Mr Dobell, both in his make-up and acting, was 
excellent as the French count, whilst Mr Geo. 
Roberts in the broad comedy part added con- 
siderably to the amusement of the audience. 


WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 25, 1869. 





Ont PENNY 


CHARING CROSS THEATRE, 

Tue first season at the Charing-cross Theatre 
—only remarkable on account ofits shortness— 
terminated on Friday, the 13th inst,; the new 
season was inaugurated on the 18th inst., under 
the management of Miss E, Fowler, late of the 
New Royalty and Gaiety Theatres, the principal 
attraction being a new burlesque from the pen 
of Mr F. C. Burnand, clumsily described as 
‘* Founded upon the Old Story of Faust’ and 
Marguerite, containing very little Faust and 
more Mephistopheles.’’ Mr Burnand seems 
strangely fascinated by the story of Faust, the 
version produced on Wednesday being the third 
burlesque he has founded on Géethe’s grim 
legend ; though it is but fair to mention that on 
each occasion the subject has been treated in 
an entirely different manner. ‘Alonzo, the 
Brave; or, Faust and the Fair Imogene ”’-—the 
two legends being cleverly dovetailed—was per- 
formed at Cambridge in 1857, before Mr Bur- 
nand had left college, the part of Mephistophe- 
les being sustained by the author. The second 
version bore the simple title of “Faust and Mar- 


guerite,” and was produced at the St. James’s, 


Theatre, July 9th, 1864. Several other bur- 
lesques on ‘ Faust” by various authors have 
been performed in London and the provinces 
during the last few years, but it is unnecessary 
to particularize them here. “ Very little Faust 
and more Mephistopheles” is an adaptation of 
“* Le Petit Faust,” of MM. Hector Crémieux and 
Adolphe Jaime ; the “ first night ” audience did 
not accord it an enthusiastic reception, but after 
a few more representations it will probably ‘go’ 
briskly, the author having, as usual, devoted 
his attention almost exclusively to the business ; 


Miss Annie Bennett and Miss Ada Templeton} the dialogue being as poor as any that Mr Bar- 


made the most of their parts as daughters of the jnand has written. 


As a writer of pantomime 


Alderman, as did Miss Amy Desmond that of| comic scenes, Mr Burnand would be unrivalled, 
his wife. Miss Kate Dudley as Nancy Sun-! but it is a great pity that he should exercise his 
beam, displayed all that grace and ability which | talents simply to offend the taste of intellectual 


have made her so great a favourite in other | playgoers, 


characters. 
part to perfection, 


Mephistopheles had a handsome 


She both looked and played the| representative in the manageress, who was pre- 
Oa the whole the piece|sented with a gigantic bouquet. Mr George 


went off admirably, and we think we may pre: | Temple’s excellent voice was used as Faust, and 
!Mr George Beckett introduced some amusing 


dict a long run for the “* Count de Marolles.” 
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fooling as Sicbel. The parts of Marguerite, | From Bristo! I hada magnificent view of the 
Martha, and Valentine were sustained by Miss Clifton rocks by the train to Portishead ; the 
Hughes, Miss Nellie Nesbitt, and Mr Flockton, | 8Cemery 1s very romantic. — 

The performance commenced with Mr Chelt- I observed that Sinclair, Calhaem, Loome, 
nam’s “ Edendale "—from which Miss Kathicen | Marguerite Young, and other London artistes, 
Irwin’s pretty face was absent,—and concluded | under Coleman’s management, are playing in 
at a late hour with Mr Charles Selby’s farce the | C. Reade’s “It is never too late to mend” a 


“Pirates of Putney.” the Theatre Royal. 
———— And now farewell, Mr Editor, yours truly, 
CORRESPONDENCE. GAMMA. 
To the Editor of the TurarricaL JourNaL. Berkeley, August 17. 


Dear Mr Eprror,—Genial weather and a 
holiday make us pilgrims—a truant disposition 
and a wayward fancy led me to explore the 
stronghold of the Fitzhardinges, one of the | 
finest specimens of ancient feudal fortresses (if 
not regarded as a ruin) in the kingdom. It can 
be easily reached by the new line from Bath, or 
via the beautiful Stroud Valley Railway. Tc- 
day, as it happened, the castle and grounds are yes 
thrown phim for the reception of ‘the Reform) 044 a at by and by. 

Club from Cheltenbam, a marquee is erected, ——— 
and his lordship addressed us after lunch, But RPG 
post-prandial orations are not my theme; I We have been favoured by a Pamphiet entitled, 
come to sketch and examine antiquities ; this is | “ The Psychology of Macbeth,” a lecture delivered 
rendered especially interesting from the un- | to the Psychological Society of Glasgow, on Tues 
doubted fact of poor Edward IJ., who was made | day evening, May 4th, 1869, by George Sexton, 
to sign his abdication in Kenilworth, having | M.A., M.D., (Wilfrid Wisgast, M.A.), Author o 
been murdered by his keepers in a small cham- | “ Hollingsworth and Modern Poetry ;” Editor 
ber in the keep, which, they tell us here, still | of “ Holligsworth’s Poetical Works ; ” ete., ete. 
contains the original furniture. Your readers | The Author has set forth this wonderful creation 
probably know the particulars, History affirms | Of Shakespeare in all its bearings in pointing 
that he was the victim of a conspiracy raised by | out his ambition, cruelty, cowardice, wavering ¢f 
Queen Isabella and Mortimer, and was de- | mind, and his heroism, at the conclusion in 4 
throned in 1326. He was delivered to Lord | most faithful and elaborate manner. We advise 
Berkeley, Maltravers, and Gournay, each being | all playgoers and dramatic readers to give 4 
bound to keep him in custody for a month by | glance at the pamphlet; they will be well repaid for 
turns. When in charge of Lord Berkeley, at | their trouble, for they will see the phases of the 
the castle, the other two took advantage of the | character far better than any actor of the present 
absence of that lord to enter the castle. They | day can delineate it. To be had of Lacy, 89, Strand. 
seized Edward, and murdered him by the inser- Mapame Tvussaup’s Exuisition.—The _far- 
tion of a hot iron in his entrails, This horrible | famed wax work exhibition in Baker Street con- 
event occurred in Sept. 1327. Another account | tinues to be patronised as it has ever been by 
says that Edward was intrusted by command of | hosts of the discerning public, and we feel assured 
Mortimer to Gournay and Ogle, “two hell- | that at no other exhibition in the metropolis can 
hounds, that were capable of more villainous | a more pleasant evening, combined with instruct- 
despite than became either knights or the | ion, be spent. The innumerable models, life-size, 
. lewdest varlets in the world,” One dark night | of most of the distinguished rulers and warriors 
in September, horrible screams and shrieks of | of the world are there exhibited, and the “ thou 
anguish rang and echoed through the walls of | sand and one” relics of bygone days will amply 
Berkeley Castle, and were heard even in the | repay a visit to Madame Tussaud’s most populat 
town, so that many being awakened therewith | historical gallery. 
from their sleep, prayed heartily to God to} Mr R. Edgar, the lessee of Sadler’s Welle, bas 
a his — Next ; eon bo gates - “4 arrived in London from America in good health, 
py tert nalipe ect: tine, tee: Raper) son ger een The employcés of the Alhambra had a day’s out- 
admitted to view the body of Edward, of Caer- ing on Sudan, ot Alexandra, Park. Five bust 


a se rein, dager 0 yada nga red were entertained at dinner by Mr F. Strange. 


violence, though the countenance was distorted A new theatre, to be entitled Theatre des 
and horrible to look upon. The corpse was Gobelins, is in course of erection on the Place 
carried to Glo’ster and privately buried in the ; 4'Italie, in Paris. It will, it is expected, be open 
Abbey without any investigation, but it was | during the early days of October. 

soon rumoured that he had been murdered by | Mr Belford’s connection with the Strand Theatre 


EPITAPH IN BERKELEY CHURCHYARD, 

Hers lies the Ear! of Suffolk’s fool, 
Men cali’d him Dicky Pearce: 

His folly served to make folks Jaugh, 
When wit and mirth were scarce. 

Poor Dick, alas! is dead and gone, 
What signifies to cry? 

Dickys enough are still behind, 








thrusting a red-hot iron into his bowels through | terminates with the close of the present season 
a tin tube; the nation continued still in its un- We trust, and cannot doubt, Mr Belford will be 
relenting indifference, He was 43, and had | retained on the Londonstage. We cannot afford 
reigned 193 years most miserably, ‘The church | to part with so good a comedian. The finish 
here adjoins the castle, and is remarkable for | and ease of Mr Belford’s acting are perfect, and 
having a detached tower, 50 yards to the north | his humour is in its way thoroughly genuine and 
of the edifice. characteristic. 
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~ POPULAR ACTORS.—ILL. 


THOMAS BETTERTON, 





Tus eminent actor was born in Westminster, 


_ near the spot where he was interred, in 1635. His 
- father was cook to Charles I. He was well edu- 
' eated and studious. 


There were thoughts of 
bringing him up to some learned profession. The 
unsettled condition of public affairs, however, 
was an obstacle to this desigu; he was bound 
apprentice to a bookseller. We had scarcely at- 
tained manhood when he came upon the stage, 
and the Restoration rendering the dramatic highly 
opular, he long enjoyed a degree of public fa- 
vour, hitherto unknown. Le was deserving of 
this distinction, being not only an incomparable 
actor, but a virtuous man. 

Retterton, although his countenance was ruddy 
and sanguine, when be performed Hamlet, through 
the violent and sudden emotion of amazement and 
horror at the presence of his father’s spectre, 
instantly turned as white as his neck cloth, while 
his own body seemed to be affected with a strong 
tremor; had his father’s apparition actually risen 
before him, be could not have been seized with 
more real agonies. ‘This struck the spectators so 
forcibly, that they felt a shuddering in their veins, 


-and participated in the astonishment and the 


horror so apparent in the actor. The first time 


that Booth attempted the ghost when Betterton 
' acted ITamlet, that actor’s look at him struck him 


with such horror that he became disconcerted to 
such a degree that he could not speak his part. 

In his declining age Betterton was tried severely 
by disappointment, asum of £2,000 which he 
had saved being embarked in a venture to the 
East Indies, which miscarried, the ship in which 
he and others had invested the money being cap- 
tured by the French, when all but arrived at home. 
He bore this misfortune with magnanimity, 
although it plunged his declining years in poverty. 
He died in 1710, universally respected, and was 
buried with much solemnity in the Abbey. 

Our readers who may desire to become better 
acquainted with this actor's great powers, more 
especially in Shaksperian embodiments, should 
tum to page 28, where his Hamlet, Hotspur, 
Brutus, and Othello are spoken of by B. W. W. 
in his unfinished (but, we hope, not wholly 
abandoned) essay, entitled ‘‘ Drama Rampant, or 
Drama Couchant.” 


An extraordinary faerie piece has been 
brought out at the Gaité Theatre, entitled the 
About £10,000 is said to 
The prin- 
cipal character is played by Mdlle. Théresa, 
the ex-goddess‘ of the concert room, who is 
supposed to be transformed into a variety of 
hipeds and quadrupeds, and, finally, into a 
magnificent tabitha, under which guises she 
sings appropriate songs. Her imitations of 
the cat are said, by competent judges, to be 
very touching. 

A Curtous 8um.—A writer in the ‘Revue 
des Deux Mondes”’ relates the following 
anecdote :—** Four years ago a tanner of 
Dijon, who had affirmed that the French 





Budget represented in bank-notes the height 
of the steeple of St Bénigne, was cited betore 
the Correctional Police on a charge of 
seditious language. In court, however, he 
maintained his assertion with vigour, and 
was acquitted. The judges, in fact, evinced 
some shrewdness on the occasion, and 
admitted implicitly that the accused was not 
in error. A thousand notes of 1,000f. piled 
up have exactly 10 centimetres (four inches) 
in height. Taking the Budget in round 
numbers at 2,000 millions, the notes in ques- 
tion superposed would attain a height of 200 
metres. But, according to the ‘ Annuairo 
du Bureau des Longitudes,’ the spire of 
St Bénigne is only 924 metres high.” 


—_——_—_—_—_—_—— 

THE members of the Working Men’s Clubs 
went on Monday to Whitechurch by train and 
then on foot to Hurstbourne-Park, the seat of 
the Karl of Portsmouth, who had given them 
a special invitation to spend the day in his 
grounds. As early aa half past eight o’clock 
the working men, their wives, and families, to 
the number of about 500, assembled at Water- 
loo. The band of the 3rd Middlesex Artillery 
Volunteers accompanied the excursion. In 
accordance with a notice from Mr Solley, the 
prime mover in the affair, the excursionists 
provided themselves with dinner, taking with 
them gatchels full of provisions. 

Provision was made for cricket, quoits, racing 
for book prizes, and ‘dancing on the green.’’ 
Solitary students communed with nature, true 
affection whispered love in the shady groves, and 
social parties in all directions threw themselves 
into hearty enjoyment of conversation amid the 
delights of natural scenery.! 

Formal speeches formed no part of the ar- 
ranged programme, but the day could not con- 
clude without good words being uttered by 
several speakers. The Earl of Portsmouth 
gave wholesome advice, and among the rest 
counselled workmen to use’ the franchise 
wisely for the general welfare. Among the noble 
sentiments uttered by Mr Hodgson Pratt was, 
““ How happy would this world be, if all men 
would live for others rather than themselves.” 

SS 


Hontoway’s OrnrmMent AND PriLs.—Gout, 
Rheumatism, and Sciatica. These maladies are 
always more or less connected with disorder or 
disease of the digestive organs, hence the facility 
with which they yield to Holloway’s remedies. 
Temporary alleviation immediately follows the 
application of this soothing Ointment, while the 
Pills taken internally reduce the digestive funct- 
ions to order, and avert all inflammatory tenden- 
cies. Nervous invalids will derive ease and con- 
solation from the influence of the medicaments, 
which are free from mercury, and all noxious in- 
gredients. Holloway’s celebrated Ointment and 
Pilla present at a trifling outlay the means of 

reserving the health or uprooting diseases which 
st assailed the body, through accident, luxury, 
indolence or other causes. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 

Notice To Secrerarres or AmareuR Dramatic 
Civns.—The members of the various clubs who 
wish to be registered for the year will please to 
forward the name of the club and place of meeting 
with secretary’s name, and 2s. 6d. in postage 
stamps. 


Antonio says—‘ 1 was at the opening of the new |! 
theatre at Kensington, and read your notice with 


pleasure. I found it very hot. 
is Mr Harbourn *’—We believe he is a Londoner. 

R. Biecar, Walworth.—We must request you will 
settle that matter immediately, as promised some 
time back. 

Wrynpau.—We attended the performance at the 
Luxembourg Ifall, and gave a notice in our last 
number. 

W. iH. Exuts, Cavendish Rooms.—Your letter did 
not arrive till after the performance, or we should 
have attended. 

WitiuMs.—F ull particulars of the Cabinet in our 
next. 

Erratum.—The name “ Moxon” was mis-printed 
** Hoxton” in our last. 





CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 
(which must be prepaid.) 


Six Lines Is. Od. 
Kight ls. 6d. 
Twelve . ‘. ;. ‘ - 2s. Od. 
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Across the back ls .extra, 
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The Theatrical Journal, 


WEDNESDAY, AUG. 25, 1869. 


DRAMATIC GENIUS, MORALITY, AND THE 
STAGE. 





THERE is a controversy at this time about the 
morality of Boucicault’s drama of “ Formosa.” 
People can’t define the limits of morality ; and 
purists and sticklers for the conventional must 
attack something. I am no great admirer of the 
feeling that pervades Boucicault’s works ; but, as 
far as I can judge, “ Formosa,” in point of ethics, 
may rank with “ The Stranger,”—that lugubrious 
play, of little power !— 


What countryman | 


| 


| 
| 





} 





Dramatic genius must have some poetic license, 
Allusions must be made,’ either {delicately or 
not, to the state of our moral being; and it is 


difficult to ignore theology itself onthe stage. Of 
course, in flimsy pieces, that grapple with no 
, passion, in farces and burlesques, the necessity 


for dealing with ethical questions may be obviated, 

Our friend in motley is generally devoid of 

thought—unless indeed he be a Touchstone, who 
‘** Speaketh wiser than he is ’ware of.” — 

Purism in phrase is the general characteristic 
of our day. Even at men’s parties we know that 
the conversation is not so gross as it was of yore. 
The things of to-day have a gloss and an appear- 
ance that Respectability can pat on the back with 
great complacency. Therefore ‘* Formosa” js 
“naughty.” Therefore it is attractive, as in the 
days of Siddons and O’Neil the dismal drama of 
Kotzebue was attractive. 

Profound dramatists, who are also thinkers 
however, probe the depths of human nature, as 
the authors of “ Formosa” and ‘‘ The Stranger” 
never vould. Goethe in Faust, Shelley in ‘ The 
Cenci,” and other true poets, have led the soul to 
gaze down into the abyss of moral consciousness, 

The present generation seems to recoil from the 
contemplation of the sternest passions of humanity. 
At all events, the literature of the stage is diluted, 
—is weak wine and water, and therefore the veri- 
table Drama is not. 

For, conceding talent to Boucicault, conceding 
occasional brilliancy to some of our popular dra- 
matic writers, no one conceives that they can 
form the minds of Young England. In the 
days of Elizabeth it was otherwise; the stage 
was a-head of life; now life is a-head of the stage 
and theology. 

The pulpit and the drama creep along, snarling 
enemies, while thought, politics, and science make 
giant strides. Now and then, there is some 
gleam of the light of old, which revives the hope 
of a better state of things in dramatic and his- 
trionic art; but we discover that the electric 
spark was deceptive—was in truth a will o’ the 
wisp, 

We want men of genius for the drama. We 
want men of thought, even if they be men of the 
world, who are willing to devote themselves to 
the exposition of passion and action. A great 
play and a great actor would do wonders for the 
stage. The fact is, that, during this 19th cen- 
tury, the world has not produced a mighty 
tragedy fit for the stage. ‘The genius of 
mediocrity has been dominant in England; 8 
that Knowles, who was little more than an “echo,” 
stands foremost among our acted dramatists. 
Lord Lytton, it is true, has been successful as a 
dramatic author, but his popularity is waning. 
He made an attempt in ‘“* The Duchess de la 
Valliere” to write a tragedy without a death ; and 
failed. Asa novelist, Lord Lytton will always 
rank high—perhaps as high as Scott—but he is 
an indifferent poet; and therefore cannot be 
greatly more than a playwright. Probably the 
noble lord had more constructive skill tha 
Knowles, but he had not as much tenderness and 
pathos. Second-rate men both, as dramatists, 


they could not possibly regenerate the drama. 
We may be told that others (Otway for instance 
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who once held a high place in the esteem of the 
playgoing public, have ceased to minister to the 
appetite which once desired tragedy of the deep- 
est and most dismal order. 

The plays of Massinger (and he was a man of 
genius) and several other poetic dramatists are 
repulsive, so that the very titles of some of them 
ure an offence to our fastidious taste. It is 
quite true that we now shrink from the revolting. 
Unnatural and incestuous subjects are tabooed 


in England. The time will come possibly when | 


“Othello ” will not be tolerated on the stage; 
and certainly itis not pleasant to see a black 





{ 


| 


| 


| 
' 


ruffian strangle a lady in bed on account of her 


supposed adultery. It would be a mistake to 
produce that great play now—if written in our 


era. 

The “ Cenci ’of Shelley has become an impos- 
sibility in representation. Itisa protest against 
the order of the world also; and I sometimes 
think that the dislike for tragedy which is be- 
coming so apparent is the result of an occult 
agency that is not discerned by the “ 07 pollo?.” 

he mind of this generation is in general op- 
posed to the sceptical view of Providence. The 
Greek drama was sceptical, and was ever harping 
on the wrongs of humanity. The world now 
perceives that, after all, we have little to com- 
plain of, and the drama of the future, for that 
reason, will evolve a spirit that has been unknown 
to the past. 

It must be confessed that our plays of two or 
three centuries ago were not only indelicate, im 
pure and immoral, but, in many cases, wer- 
atheistical in tendency. ‘The reason why our 
greatest plays of all, the masterpieces of Europe 
—have retained possession of the stage so long, 
is that the astonishing genius of their immortal 
author anticipated an epoch that was in embryo 
when “ ‘The Tempest” and other mighty works 
indicated a mastery over the soul and heart al- 
together unrivalled. 
nature can no further go ”’— as Dryden wrote of 
Milton—than «the plays referred to, Milton 
himself, omer and Auschylus have not written 
anything in point of sublimity that can be said 
to equal Hamlet. The genius that pierced all 
mysteries of thought and passion in that prodi- 
gious tragedy may be excelled perhaps in 
ethereality ; but the vast massive intellect of our 
great poet, combined with matchless fancy and 
fiery power, form 2 combination that is simply a 
miracle, and without a parallel. 

The stage must be reformed. We can never 
hope to see any grand results while originality is 
at a discount and our actors are not “ voices” 
instead of echoes. ‘The memories of the past— 
the memories of Edmund Kean and the great 
tragedians—will soon be tradition. Few, com- 
paratively, remember them now. We know 
however that there were actors immeasurably 
greater than any who are vow on the stage. Let 
us hope that a new histrionic genius 1s not impos- 
sible—nay, that in all probability such a genius 
must come. In conjunction with a great drama- 
tist, this would give a new impulse to the drama 
and the stage; and without such an impulse, 
greater and greater will be the degeneracy so 
deplored by those who believe in the drama as an 
nstrument for the elevation of the world. Bzra. 


I suppose “the force of | 
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LUXEMBOURG IALL, DALSTON. 


On Tuesday, the 17th inst., a miscellaneous 
performance was given for the benefit of Mr L. 
Sargent, to a very full audience, 

The first on the programme was a recitation 
by the beneficiare, from the play of * Richard 
III.,” very well delivered, afterwards some comic 
singing by Mr C, Otley, of a very mediocre 
character. Mr G. A. Foote followed with his 
imitations of well-known comic and tragic actors 
both in the metropolis and the provinces, many 
of which were easily recognized by the audience 
and duly appreciated. The imitation of some 
of the Italian Opera singers was the best feature 
in his performance, and we noticed particularly 
the imitation on the cornopeon as being the 
most difficult and singular, which caused a burst 
of approbation, and a universal encore. This 
young gentleman possesses rare ability of a 
peculiar description, which he will do well to 
cultivate. 

+ He —- 

Tue Author and the Actor.—Mr Dickens 
has written a very eulogistic letter to the 
** Atlantic Monthly” for this month upon Mr 
Fechter’s acting. He concludes by saying 
that he cannot wish Mr Fechter a better 
audience than he will have in the American 
people, or wish them a better actor than they 
will have in Mr Fechter. 

: Bis 
Miss Louisa Moore, accompanied by her brother 
and Mrs Moore, sailed for New York on the 14th 
inst., per the City of Paris. Miss Moore goes out 
to take the position of leading lady at Wallack’s 
Theatre, New York. 

Twenty-six new operas have been produced in 
Italy during the present year. Unhappily, the 
chances are that the whole will speedily be for- 
gotten. Italy remains prolific, but the offspring 
are short-lived. 


We understand that the Olympic will re-open 
in October under the management of Mr Liston. 
The principal attraction will be a drama founded 
upon the subject of Mr Dickens’ “ David Copper- 
field,” in whicha Mr G.I. Rowe, late lessee of the 
Croydon Theatre, and well known in the colonies, 
will appear in the part of Micawber. 

A New Way 70 BeGin turk Hongymoon.—Mr 
Kendal, the actor, recently married Miss Madge 
Robertson, the actress, at Manchester. The 
Haymarket company, to which they are attached, 
were playingin thatcity, and the bride and bride- 
groom appeared the same evening in ‘‘ As You 
Like It.” 


The Holborn Amphitheatre will re-open for 
equestrian performances on Saturday, the 2nd of 
October. 

Miss Cushman, the famous ex-actress, is 
rusticating at Malvern, where she last week ‘‘as- 
sisted” at the entertainment of Mr and Howard 
Paul. 

Ir is stated that Miss Burdett Coutts has accepted 
the invitation of the Burgomaster and Municipality 
of Liége to be present at the international rifle con- 
test which is to take place at that city about the 
middle of September, 
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CABINET THEATRE, 

An excellent night’s entertainment took 
place here on Monday, got up by Messrs E. 
V. Williams and R. Richards. The pieces 
consisted of ‘Our Old House at Home,” 
‘“‘ Bombastes Furioso,”? and concluded with 
“Colleen Bawn.”? The house was very full 
and the audience very respectable. All the 
parts were well filled and ably acted. In the 
first drama Mr Williams as an honest farmer 
went through the character with versatile 
ability, particularly in the scene where his 
repentant daughter returns home. He _ pro- 
duced great pathetic feeling, and was deser- 
vedly applauded. Mr Richards, as the lover, 
was not well up in the text in the first act; 
but as he proceeded he warmed up in the 
part, and acted with admirable vigour and 
spirit. ‘The other parts were efficiently acted, 
particularly the comic character, that of Mat 
Maybush by Mr Bursell and Mr Wallis, 
who kept the audience in continued laughter. 
Miss A. Vaughan made a great impression in 
the character of Fanny Greenland, by her 
pathetic and forcible acting, and shewed very 
superior ability in all the scenes with Mr 
Williams, and Miss Lawrence was not want- 
ing in energy and spirit. Miss Ada Hartland 
in the comic character of Becky Wiggles, was 
full of genuine comic humour, and sang with 
a chasteness seldom found in an amateur per- 
formance. The drama was well acted 
throughout, and at the conclusion gave uni- 
versal satisfaction. 

Then followed the burlesque of “Bombastes 
Furioso,’”’ which was amusingly acted by 
Messrs Smith, Bursell, Richards, and the 
clever Miss A. Hartland, which caused great 
merriment. 

We did not witness the ‘ Colleen Bawn,” 
which we had a great desire to see; but the 
lateness of the hour, and the heat of the new 
Theatre, prevented a longer stay. We should 
advise for the future to play two pieces instead 
of three, unless gentlemen can begin an hour 


earlier, 
——_~=—_-—— 


Mr Cuarrerron anp “ Formosa.”—Mr 
F. B. Chatterton writes to the Zimes as fol- 
lows:—‘‘I do not wish to intrude on the 
discussion concerning the moral effect of Mr 
Boucicault’s new play, ‘ Formosa,” Your 
correspondent, ‘ An Amateur Critic,’ suggests 
that we should announce on our playbills that 
unmarried ladies are not to be admitted. I 
shall gladly submit to your correspondent my 
box book, crowded with the names of ladies 
the highest and most respectable in London. 
I have no right to object to the virtuous in- 
dignation of your correspondent. But do you 


think this overwhelming mojority of ladies 
would be found ia my audience if the play 
were as indelicate a picture as he represented | 





———— 
it tobe? Ifhe sees indecency where they do 
not am I not permitted to suspect that he 
brings the excitement of an unchaste mind to 
the subject? I do not complain of his convic. 
tions, but I do complain that these views—the 
views of a confessed small minority—should 
find expression in your powerful journal, and, 
in a manner, tend to injure me in my business, 
Now, Sir, it is time the public were put in 
possession of some statistics, by the help of 
which they may judge what I have done for 
what is called the legitimate drama, and if | 
may be justly accused of deserting it or turn- 
ing it out of doors. For seven years I have 
been the manager of this house, and this is my 
experience. I have produced the best plays 
of Shakespeare, Byron, Milton, and Goethe. 
To illustrate these works I engaged Miss 
Helen Faucit, Mr Phelps, Mr Barry Sullivan, 
Mr Anderson, Mr Montgomery, and all the 
tragic talent to be obtained. I employed Mr 
Beverley and numerous assistants to paint the 
scenery, sparing no expense to render the 
representations perfect. My enterprise was 
supported cheerfully by the pit and gallery, 
but my boxes and stalls were sadly deserted. 
I lost money. Had not the pantomime and 
Christmas come to my rescue, I could not have 
stood my ground at all. I was stubborn, and 
pursued this policy for pride’s sake during six 
years. But, Sir, [am neither a literary mis- 
sionary nor a martyr; I am simply the mana- 
ger of a theatre, a vendor of intellectual enter- 
tainment to the London public, and I found 
that Shakespeare spelt ruin and Byron bank- 
ruptey. In this extremity, to which I was 
led by my faith in the fine taste of the upper 
classes for the poetic drama, I turned to the 
dramatist who has made the fortunes of more 
than one manager in London. I need not say 
with what result. By his advice I opened 
the theatre in August, when London is sup- 
posed to be empty, at a period when no mana- 
ger has ever dared to open until now. ‘lo my 
objections he replied that the city was only 
cleared of those who never patronised the 
drama they talked so much about; that Lon- 
don always had three millions of people in it 
when town was said to be empty; that he 
wrote for the middle classes and the working 
classes, who alone could be relied on to sup- 
port any intellectual entertainments; and 
that where they led their betters would follow. 
He proved to be right. The amount taken 
daily at my box-office before the doors open 
for securing stalls and private boxes alone to 
see ‘* Formosa” exceeds the gross 
contents of my theatre to witness ‘* Macbeth.” 
Five years ago I produced ‘‘Comus’”’ in the 
most splendid manner. ‘The public would not 
come to see it. They praised it and kept 
away. At the same time Mr Boucicault’s 
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drama ** The Streets of London” was _pro- 
duced at the Princess’s Theatre, and for 200 
nights that theatre was crammed nightly 
with those who deserted Milton.  L state 
facts ; l allow others to comment upon them.” 





A Marriace “IN Exrremis.’’-—A Paris cor- 
respondent writes to the “ Daily News :— 
“ Marriages in extremis are not unfrequent in 
France, and the plot of many novels turns upon 
them. The validity of an union of the kind at 
the very last moment is now awaiting the decision 
of the Civil Tribunal of Tonnerre. A few months 
ago the Procureur- Imperial of that town was roused 
up in the dead of the night by a man on horse- 
back, who said he had ridden at full speed from 
the country-house of M. Humbert, who was ut 
the point of death, desired to be married imme- 
diately, and begged the Procureur to allow the 
civil officer to celebrate the marriage at his bed- 
side without the usual preliminary formalities. 
The Procureur answered out of his window that 
he could not do what was asked at the mere 
instigation of a messenger whom he did not 
know; but that, if a certificate were brought{from 
the mayor of the village in which M. Humbert 
lived, he would grant the dispensation, The 
messenger “ spared not for spoiling of his horse,” 
dashed back, woke up the Mayor, returned to 
Tonnerre, and was so successfully active that 
before daybreak there were assembled in the 
death chamber a member of the Municipal 
Council, delegated by the Mayor to perform the 
civil marriage, the cure of the parish, and two 
witnesses. Kneeling down by the side of the 
bed, in an agony of grief and suspense, was a 
lady who for eighteen years had lived with M. 
Ilumbert (one of the wealthiest landowners in 
the ueighbourhood) as his mistress. A young 
girl, the issue of the irregular union, was also in 
the room, and the object of the marriage was to 
confer upon her the status of legitimacy, as the 
French, like the Scotch law, allows per subsequens 
matrimonium. The marriage was gone through, 
and two hours afterwards the husband expired. 
He left behind him a fortune of 800,000f., every 
sou of which will go to the widow and daughter 
if the marriage be held valid, as in all probability 
it will be. The disappointed blood relations, who 
had taken it for granted that the inheritance 
would come to them, have brought an action to 
have the marriage declared null and void. M, 
Allou, for them, argued that the marriage war 
had, first, as clandestine ; and second, because 
M. Humbert was too near death at the time to 
give a valid consent. M. Lachaud pleaded for 
the widow and child. The Court at once over- 
ruled the objection on the ground of clandestinity, 
holding that the dispensation of the Procureur- 
Imperial was sufficient, but it reserved final judg- 
ment until after an inquiry as to whether at the 
moment of the marriage M. Humbert had suf- 
ficient consciousness to know what he was doing. 


Love for our Enemies.—A physician seeing 
Charles Banister about to drink a glass of braudy, 
said, “Don’t drink that filthy stuff ; brandy is the 
worst enemy you have.” “I know that,” replied 
Charles, “but you know that we are commanded 
by Scripture to love our enemies.” 


REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 
| ge se ate Amateur Dramatic Club meets, during 
) the Season, twice a week at the FLEECE, Queen 
Street, Cheapside, Ei. C, All communications§ to be 
addressed to the General Manager and ‘Treasurer 
OSCAR LOUIS MOORE, 16, Wine Oflice Court, 
Fleet Street, E.C. 
UCKINGHAM Comedy Company meet every Tucs- 
day and ‘Thursday evenings at the Club-room, 27, 
Museum-street, Oxford-street. President and ‘Treasurer, 
Mr A. W. Donaldson: Acting and Stage Manager, Mr 
W.5S. B. Gitsham; Hon. Sec. Mr C. J. Braithwaite, to 
whom all applications are to be made. 
eens Dramatic Club.—Meetings every Tues- 
day and Friday at 7, at the Thatched House, Red 
Lion-street, Holborn, WC. 
Hon. Sec. 
MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 
evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 
Street, Bloomsbury. Stage Manager, MrT. E. Norman ; 
Acting Manager, Mr Geo. Beaumont. 
{SSEX Dramatic Club, (estab. 1860,) director Mr F, 
C. Withers. Tuesday evening at the York Hotel, 
High-st., Islington. Secretary, Mr F. T. Cooke, 
Address to B. W. 11, Charles Place, Hertford-road 
Kingsland. Treasurer, Mr A. Santon. Manager, Mr 
E. Hicks. 
(TZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 
Ik ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
square. Allapplications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray. 

EMBLE Dramatic Company.—All applications res- 
K pecting Performances to be addressed to Mr Win. A. 
Stanley, Manager,260, Essex-road, (8, Annett’s-crescent,) 
Islington, N. Wednesday evening. 

RION Dramatic Club,—W. Seear, ‘Treasurer, 372, 

Kingsland-road ; I’, Carr, Acting Manager ; Bolton 
Medlicott, Stage Manager. Applications, with references, 
to be made to I’, Small, jun., Secretary, 6, Albert-road, 
Dalston. 

HAKSPEARIAN Dramatic Club meets on Friday 

evening, at the White Hart, Windmill-street, ‘lotten- 
ham Court-road, at 8°30 0’clock. Stage Manager, Mr'T. 
E. Norman; Sec. Mr Sam Thomas, 

MYRAFALGAR AMATEUR Dranatic and Musical 

Society—meets every Wednesday and lriday even- 
ing. Acting-manager, Mr H. Percy; Stage-manager, 
Mr C, Chapman. Apply to the Secretary, Mr C, H. 
Lloyd, 21, Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, WU 


WANTED. 
MATEURS of ability wanted to fill the following 
parts in the HUNCHBACK : — Lord ‘Tinsel, 
Fathom, Thomas, Master Wilford, and Stephen. For 
terms apply this (Wednesday) evening at 8:45, to Mr 
W.M.FOXCROF'T, director, or F.R. WALLACE, Sec., 
Clarendon Club, Clerkenwell-green. 


R. 8. Mordaunt Vaughan, 








TO AMATEUR AUTHORS AND OTHERS, 
FIRST-CLASS opportunity offers at a WEST 
END THEATRE for the PRODUCTION of 

any original FARCKS, DRAMAS, BURLESQUES, 

&c. ‘Terms very moderate. Immediate application to 

be made (enclosing a stamped envelope tor reply) to 

DELTA, at Mr Cribbs, Stationer, 40, Westbourne 

Grove, Bayswater, W. 

A FIRST-CLASS OPENING to THOSE WHO 
WISH TO GO ON THE STAGE, 

M0 LADIES and GENTLEMEN who wish to make 
a DEBUT in any LEADING CHARACTER, and 

also to those who wish for STAGE PRACTICE, IN- 

STRUCTION, &c., they may have the opportunity of 

doing soata WEST END THEATRE. ENGAGE- 

MENTS GUARANTEED alter two months’ practice. 

All Costumes, &c., will be found. ‘The lessons, instruc- 

tion, &c., will be given on the Stage, and each pupil 

will have the opportunity of appearing before the public 
at “least twice every week, Terms very moderate. 

Immediate application to be made (enclosing stamped 

euvelope for reply) to DELTA, at Mr Cribbs, Stationer, 

40, Westbourne Grove, W. 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 


218, HIGH 


| AVING been estirely RE-DECORATED,'in an elegant and costly 


HOLBORN, 


stile, worthy in every way of their 


extensive and long-established popularity, are now OPENED for CONCERT and DANCING every evening 


in the week, 
THE 
Under the direction of Mr W. M. 
Classical, Operatic, and Dance Music, 


selected from works of the most 


GRAND BAND, 
Pvcker, will Perform, 


nightly, a Novel and Brilliant Programe of 


renowned English and 


Continental Composers. 
N..—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 


Admission throurhout the entire building—Reading, Refreshment, Smoking Saloons, e. 
s open at Half-past 1 ight ; 


Door: 


One Shilling, 


Close at Twelve o’cloc k. 





OPERA PERFORMANCES, PRIVATE THEATRICALS, CHARADES, &c. 


MIE } Nobility, Amateurs, 
TT argest and best in London, with 
Vr Bix. College Fete at the 
Charles Keane, Esq.’s Dramatic Performances 
Hall, Store Street ; Myddelton Hall; City 

New ‘Theatres, with Scenery, 
obtained at 


IARRISON’S THEATRICA 
Covent Garden, London. 


Nos. 25 and 31, Bow Street, 


aud the Profession are informed that Uarrison’s New Grand Portable Theatre, tho 
the beautiful scenery painted by the 
C rysta ul Palace, can be engated for any performances. 


first scenic artists, for the Royal 
It has been fitted up for 


at St. George’s Hall, Bradford; for the Whittington Club ,Music 
of London College ; ; and at the mi ansions of most of the Nobility, 
Gas F ittings, &c,, of all sizes for Private Rooms and Public Malls, can be 


L WAREHOUSE, 
Costumes supplied in Towa and Country. 





PAMPHILION HOTEL, 

27, BRIDGES STREET, STRAND, 
SOLE PROPRIETOR, GEORGE BRETT. 
DINNERS A LA CARTE. 

NOT JOINTS from 12 till 8. SUPPERS from 8 till 12 


SOUPS, FISH, E N ¥ RE ES, CUTLETS, AND 
RIPE, &e. 
WINES OF THE FINEST QUALITY. 


HOT AND COLD LUNCHEONS. 
BASS’s Ales, REID'S Celebrated Stout, and Fine 
Feotch Ales on draught. 





TO AM ATE U RS. 
LENHEIM HALL, 61, Chalk Farm Road, holds 
B 450 to 500, ne wly-decorated and fitted with Act 
To be LET for Amateur Perfor- 


Drop and Scenery. 


mances. ‘l'erms on application to Miss HERBERT, as 
above. 
CABINE T THEATRE, KING’S CROSS, 


Licensed by the Lord Chamberlain, 
AVING undergone some improvement may be had 
by first-class Amateur Clubs. Pupils instrueted 
and brought out by MR DRYDEN, 7, Euston-road 
Elocutionary lessons by a gr: aduate of Jesus’ College, 
Cambridge. School for Scandal” in vehcarsal. 


OY AL HIGHBU RY BARN GARDENS, Isling- 

ton.—Sole Proprietor, Mr GLIOVANNELLI.— 

The gardens of the age, where to spend a happy even- 

ing (see Punch). This world-renowned and unrivalled 
esti ablishme nt brilliantly illuminated. 


Last*five nights oi the highly successful comedy of 
BELGRAVIA. With the magnificent St James's 


Park scene. An encore every night for the Nod- 
ding Quadrille. It will be repeated every evening until 
further notice. My Lord Duke, Mr E. Giovannelli ; 
Philip, Mr J. Mordaunt ; Sir Harry, Mr C, Jones; Mr 
Lovell, Mr C. Chamberlain ; Freeman, Mr G. Byrne; 
Robert, Mr Norman; ‘Tom, Mr E, Campbell; Kington, 
Mr A. Wareham ; Kitty, Miss Eliza Hamilton ; Lady 
Charlotte, Miss L. Collier; Lady Bab, Miss Reynolds, Kc. 
It is reluctantly withdrawn for the producdion of a new 
spectacular burlesque. 

Dancing in the grand hall at half-past eight.—Doors 
open at a quarter to seven, performance to commence at 
a quarter-past. 

Open Sunday during the summer season for promenade. 
Admission, by refre »shment ticket, Sixpence. 

Dancing on the crystal platform ‘to the renowned High- 
bury Band. 

Stage-manager, Mr Mordaunt. 
B. Isaacson. 





Musical director, Mr 





BLENHEIM HALL, 61, Cuatk FarMm-roap. 

y ISS HERBERT begs to inform her friends and 

if. the public that the VACATIONS have commenced, 
but her ALEXANDRA DRAMATIC CLASSES for 
Stage Instruction, Singing, and Dancirg, will re- 
assemble at BLENHEIM HALL, as above, SEP'TEM- 
BER Mth, 1869, when performances will take place 
TWICE A MONTH. 


‘The Stage. - 

\ R ARTHUR YOUNG (the well-known Shaks- 
perian) gives Dramatic instruction in any of the 
characters in O'THEKLLO, HAMLET, MACBETH 
RICHARD II1L., or THE MERCHANT OF VEN. 


CE, 25, Crane-grove, Islington. 





ye Children of the Thespian Art. 
YAMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- 

street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with 
Ladies and Gentlemen engaged i in amateur perform- 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. 4 
large assortment of every necessary for the same, 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow 
the profession will do well to give Mr, May an order 
a an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punc- 

iality all studied. 

Mind the address, S 35, Bow-street, 

LO gers TUSSAUD’S EXIIIBITION, Baker 
i Street. —BEAUTIFUL COURT DRESSES, 
manufactured by the first houses in Paris, are NOW 
ON VIEW. 

Admission, ls.; children under ten, 6d.; Chamber 
of Horrors, 6d.—Open in the morning from elevena.m, 
till ten p.m. 


Rejoice, 


Samuel May, 


A ve BLYTH will appear as SAM in PER- 
PEC TION. at the CABINET THEATRE on 
SATURDAY, SEPT. 45th. 


VAL INET THEATRE.—On Saturday week Mr Hl. 
BLYTH will make his Second Appearance at 
this Phuaes as SAM in PERFECTION. 





“MATE UR L /ADIES of ac knowledged talent wanted 
to take part in a first class performance in OC'LO- 
BER, in aid of a Charity. Address, with particulars 
and line of business, W. Il, LESLIE, 76, Middleton-road, 
Dalston, N.E. 
{This advertiser dropped a glove we think in our 
office. ] 


Publishe a every Wednesday Morning, at Twelve o’clock 
by Vickers, 317 Strand, for the Proprietor, Mr. 
BEsrow. 

To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. 

All communications for the Editor to be forwarded to the 
Printer, 





335a, Strand, W.Cy, (opposite Yomerset House 
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